From these vantage points they cock the head from side to side or upward to peer at overhanging vegetation or the forest floor. With a quick lunge or bound they take small prey, usually insects, from trunks, limbs or leaves. Chestnut-crowned Gnateaters often flutter-perch briefly from a movable leaf or stem to capture prey, but they hover clumsily. Occasionally prey is taken in flight from a leaf ( = flycatch) with a loud snap of the bill. They seldom descend to the ground except to capture prey, after which they return almost immediately to a low perch. Twice I saw a female in flight taking small ripe berries from Ossaca brenesii and an unidentified shrub in the understory. I have no records of them scratching or tossing leaves as has been reported for other conopophagids (Chubb 1910).
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Gnateaters are rather silent, and only three types of calls have been heard. A sharp, raspy chek note indicates alarm or disturbance, and pairs occasionally uttered this note when foraging.
A raspy, chippy rattle chit, chit-it, chit-it-it-it is given by both sexes and was heard especially during the months of August and January when birds may have been courting. During these months a banded female was often chased by a male, one or both birds giving this rattle call. A raspy scream uttered when birds were held in the hand was not heard in the field. No song has been reported from this species such as the melodious ones described for Conopophugu lineutu and C. melunops (Sick 1964). When flying, the wings in both sexes of the Chestnut-crowned Gnateater often produce a low but diagnostic whirring sound as though flying on stiff primaries.
Sick (1965) discussed a more pronounced rattling wing sound produced by C. lineutu, where the male has primaries modified for sound production.
Chestnut-crowned Gnateaters appear to be stimulated by mixed flocks. Joining the activity, they wingflick, rattle-call, and forage more actively but do not leave the concealing undergrowth or follow the flocks. Large noisy flocks of tanagers (Tanguru) which pass high overhead seem more stimulating to these gnateaters than smaller wandering bands of tanagers (Chlorospingus, Chlorothraupis) and warblers (Busileuterus) that often search the undergrowth.
Vocalizations and wing-whirring sounds indicating increased activity were seldom heard when these small groups foraged through a gnateater' s territory.
According to Willis 1A) . The muscle has a fleshy origin 4 mm wide from the iliac crest just caudal to M. iliotrochantericus caudalis. The fibers of the fan-shaped belly converge at the level of the cranial edge of the antitrochanter onto a flat tendon 0.6 mm wide and 4 mm long. The tendon passes distad, superficial to the tendon of M. obturatorius medialis and inserts on the femur just proximal to the tendon of M. ischiofemoralis. Its origin, insertion, and structure are perfectly normal, and its size and position relative to surrounding muscles are comparable to those in species in which it occurs normally. Unfortunately I was unable to examine the other limb of the specimen because it was incomplete when I obtained it, having been originally collected for other purposes. In six other specimens from the same population, I found no trace of this muscle in either limb (fig. 1B) 
